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"If there is any truly radical
potential to be found in the
idea of queerness and the
practice of queer politics, it
would seem to be located in its
ability to create a space in
opposition to dominant norms,
a space where transformational
political work can begin."

Cathy Cohen
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AAPI Pride;

An examination of LGBTQ+ Asian-

American/Pacific [slanders’ cultural
’ Pnc’ﬂc identity crisis
’sm”m As explored by Toby Cerezo
PR’DE ’Traditional AAPI community and family vz

often be at odds with the highly individualistic values

lues can

of mainstream American culture, and individuals
may feel that they face a choice between
disappointing their family or remaining an “outsider”
to non-AAPI friends, classmates and broader
society.” - NAMI

"One of the biggest unspoken rules of gay hook-up culture is "No fats, no
femmes, no Asians”--meaning plus-sized gay men, feminine gay men, and Asian
gay men are considered undesirable. This trope is consistently depicted in gay
movies, gay porn, and now a gay dating show.” - Bobbie Shazo, odyssey

" 41% of AAPI LGBTQ youth were not out to at least one parent
about their sexual orientation — compared to 29% of the overall

mple of LGBTQ youth” - Trevor News

WHAT DOES ALL OF THIS MEAN?

anders who aren’t cishet.

I don’t see a lot of Asian-Americans or Pacific Isl
I have been out as bisexual since 2020, and for two years since then, [ didn’t see any LGBTQ
AAPI in any form of entertainment, even those that have been written with gay or Asian

audiences in mind.

Now, Lknow of a few K-Pop idols, a singer named dhruv, and Jobu Tupaki, the villain of

Everything Everywhere, All at Once (which is at its core an epic tale about intergenerational
conflict). Meanwhile, within my circle of friends, [ know at least five times as many outwardly
LGBTQ AAPI by name. I may know plenty of queer AAPI today, but the fact remains that it's

difficult for young people like me to reach that point in the first place.

Gay AAPI are what [ consider "triple-queer.” In other words, we experience atherness in the
wider context of American cultural standards, the more intimate scenes of family drama, and
in the annoyingly exclusive world of gay dating in the US, particularly in regards to gay men.

As Asians, we're often stereotyped as feminine and nerdy. As queer folks, we’re considered

undesirable and degenerate by members of our own families.

All this pressure to change and conform to a whirlwind of conflicting normalcies can lead to

some drastic repercussions:

" 40% of AAPI LGBTQ youth seriously considered suicide in the past year.”

- Trevor News
So, with all of this doomsaying out of the way, I'm going to use this limited space to pass on a
message for people like me, who have been faced with racism and homophobia since they

could walk on two feet.

You aren’t alone.

We're here.

nd we're fighting for a better future for us all.

Toby

Cerezo

SOIDIC IS

sian American and Pacific Islander LGBTQ Youth Face Unique Mental
Health Challenges, Increased Racial & Ethnic Discrimination” - Trevor News

"Expectations and Family Pressure” - NAMI

inding Prince Charming' Perpeutates "No Fats, No Femmes, No

| | Asians’” - Bobbie , odyssey




Many AIDS Cases Go Unreported
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1859, anatomist Robert Bentley Todd first
used the term ‘bisexuality’ to refer to the
possession of ‘male’ and ‘female’ physical
characteristics in the same body - today,
we might understand this as being intersex.

1915, Sigmund Freud made his famous
claim about ‘universal’ bisexuality in 1915,
but referred to this both as a combination

of masculinity and femininity and as a
sexual or romantic attraction, writing, “the
sexual object is a kind of reflection of the

subject’s bisexual nature”.

& y . F 1970s, the current understanding of

- systemat pec ere bisexuality, as an orientation or capacity for

multipl " attraction, became widely accepted in the
hi cafiad = UK as “the more common usage"”.

‘Chart 3: How much do you feel part of a ‘bisexual
community'? (N=510)
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49
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- % . . 1
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s _ H =
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There is a double standard between being prudish and being perverse. For example, this
can be seen in media like The Breakfast Club: ‘I you haven't [had sex], you're a prude.
1€ you have [had sex), youre a slut. This is an issue specific to women, specifically
women in the LGBTQ+ community. For example, lesbians are often sexualized and
fetishized as a result of the common confusion between the erotic and sexual. According
to Audre Lorde, people often use "the pornographic’ in order to talk about normative
sexuality, which is not reflective of how the erotic is larger than sexual. Therefore, this
may give way for lesbians to £ulfill the colonial-modern capitalist status quo of
homonormativity, whereas gay men may not have the same opportunity, as lesbians are
highly sexualized and associated with the pornographic, while gay men often face various
ditferent forms of homophobia by assgtiation wi

\ 2
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Breaking Binary Boundaries
A Journey Beyond the Gender Binary
The gender binary is a socially constructed system that confines people to two rigid categories:
male and female. This binary erases the existence and experiences of those who identify outside
of these categories. Let's explore the diverse spectrum of gender identities and expressions that
break free from this binary!
Non-Binary: An umbrella term for gender identities that don't fit within the traditional
categories of male or female. Some non-binary individuals may identify as genderqueer,
genderfluid, or agender, among others.
Two-Spirit: A term used by some Indigenous North American communities to describe individuals
who hold both masculine and feminine qualities. It's important to remember that this term is
culturally specific and should not be appropriated.
Genderfluid: A gender identity that is not fixed and can change over time. Individuals who identify
as genderfluid may feel more masculine, feminine, or neutral on different days or in different
situations.
Agender: Describes individuals who do not have a gender identity or who identify as gender-
neutral. Agender individuals may prefer pronouns such as they/them, but pronoun preferences
may vary.

Hijra: A term used in South Asia to describe individuals who don't fit within the traditional male or

female categories. The Hijra community has a long history and is recognized in some

countries with legal rights and protections.
Be an ally! Educate yourself about diverse gender

identities and expressions. Respect people's pronouns, challenge your assumptions and

create inclusive spaces. Remember, gender is a spectrum, not a binary.

"Gender is not an either/or scenario; it is a galaxy of possibilities." - Jacob Tobia

Tom Guo I 2



Zine Pagye: Poem Edition

Perception isn't always reality

MNeither here nor there

Weither dark nor fair

Curiously disgusted stares from the way I wear my hair

Assuming the worst based on my complexion
My internal shameful yearn for acceptance

Or the assumptions of my identity
Due to my complexity

Puerto rican and black
MNot allowing' the 1 option checkbox to hold me back

You can be two or multiple
The world will see it one day Im hopeful

The media tell us whats the accept-ion
Influencing everyones perception

But there The color of my skin
Is never shown to win

Im simply a big hearted empathic lover
Mot your assumed angry black women stereotyped cover

I wont allow it to define me
the way others are blinded

Their ignorance takes a big influence
On the worlds acceptance of our existance

If only they knew
what its like to walk in my shoes

Lianna Hallect

13



Queer Aromanticism

Navigating the the Economies of Care

CAPITALIST CARE

For many aromantics, the colonial capitalist
emphasis on monogamously heterosexual romantic
love and nuclear families (the "economies of care")
can make accessing basic resources, such as
healthcare and housing, difficult. It also deems
people without romantic partners "incomplete" and
"failures" when it comes to fulfilling what supposedly
makes us human.

CHOSEN FAMILY

As queer folks, we know that family isn't just
something you're born into. Building a support
system of friends, partners, and community is
essential for our survival and well-being. However,
chosen families can also face unique challenges and
require intentional effort to build and maintain. While
shared values definitely help in initially forming a
chosen family, it is helpful in the long run to seek out
people with diverse ideas so that we learn from one
another.

SELF-CARE STRATEGIES

In a world that tells us we're incomplete without
romance, it's important to prioritize our own well-
being. From journaling to taking long walks, there
are many ways to practice self-care. However, self-
care is not accessible to everyone, and it is
important to acknowledge the systemic barriers that
prevent some individuals from accessing resources
that promote well-being.

QUEERPLATONIC
RELATIONSHIPS

Queerplatonic  relationships (QPRs) are often
overlooked in discussions of care and relationships,
yet they can be just as important, if not more so,
than romantic partnerships. Aromanticism challenges
the societal assumption that romantic relationships
are the most important relationships. Queer aros
often rely on QPRs as a primary form of care and
support, highlighting the importance of recognizing
and valuing non-romantic relationships. It is
important to realize that, much like the foundation of
being queer, there is no "correct" or "ideal" QPR. It
might resemble a traditional romantic relationship, or
it might look more like a friendship. Don't let the
relationship define you, make the relationship fit to
suit your needs and characteristics.

FURTHER READING

« The Care Manifesto - The Care Collective
« All About Love - bell hooks

« Romantic Love Is Killing Us: Who Takes Care
of Us When We're Single? - Caleb Luna

14
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The LGBTQ+ community is the
W subject of many healthcare

disparities. The higher risk for

%0 JW 22 specific conditions coupled with
! Z 77

the lower access to quality health
care is a perfect storm that leads
W 0‘% L%W to many issues in the overall
health and well-being of the
2 community.
A k. Wasys o o these sguey
: train medical professionals
create clinics and other facilities that
embrace the community and provide
quality care

c work with insurance companies to
Reyounies

improve overarching access problems
want fo find providers look here:  « share quality resources to the community

https://lgbtqhealthcaredirectory.o rg Keffevences:

/ LGBTQ+ Health Disparities. Cigna.
to learn more about advocacy and (n.d.). Retrieved April 16, 2023, from

education regarding LGBTQ+ inequalities https://www.cigna.com/knowledge-
look here: https://www.glma.org/ R e el Pl

Lacey Kaufer I 5
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DO NOT TELL ME THAT IT'S A CHOICE
BECAUSE YOU COULD NOT POSSIBLY UNDERSTAND
THE PAIN:

THE PAIN OF BEING REFERRED TO
WITH A NAME THAT IS NOT, WAS NEVER YOUR OWN.
THE PAIN OF WHEN SOMEONE LOOKS AT YOU
AND IT'S OBVIOUS THAT YOU WILL NEVER BE KNOWN.
THE PAIN OF BEING FORCED INTO A COSTUMED VIEW,
PAINTED OVER WHEN ANY PART OF YOU IS SHOWN.

50 YOU RAISE YOUR VOICE--HIGHER, NO LOWER THAN IT SHOULD BE--
(MY VERY WORDS ARE BEING CATEGORISED AGAINST ME)

THE PAIN WHEN PEOPLE CHOOSE TO LAUGH
AND CAST YOU ASIDE FOR THE THINGS YOU CAN'T CHANGE.
THE PAIN WHEN THEY FORCE YOU TO PICK A HALF,
AS YOU'RE FORCED THROUGH THIS HIDDEN RANGE.
THE PAIN OF KNOWING THAT YOUR PATH
IS OBSCURED
BY PEOPLE LIKE YOU
BEING MURDERED IN THE STREETS.

SO NOW THERE'S A NEW BINARY
FOR THE NON-BINARY:
SILENCE YOURSELF OR BE SILENCED.
IT'S ONLY A QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT
THE PAIN FROM THE INSIDE
OR THE PAIN FROM THE QUTSIDE
KILLS. YOU. FIRST.

SO DO NOT TELL ME THAT IT’S A CHOICE
WHEN YOU TRY TO FORCE MY HAND.
I CANNOT CHOOSE THE PERSON I'LL BE,
BUT YOU CAN CHOOSE TO UNDERSTAND.

Fin]e_v Lemma I 6




Did you know?

youth have contemplated
suvicide? A study done by
the Trevor Project
revealed that 45% youth
have considered svicide

in the past year, 60%
were looking for for
mental health care but

were unable to get it, and
73% of LGBTQ youth have
experienced
discrimination.

How can I help?

LGBTQ Suicides

and How to

Almost half of the LGBTQHeIpVTtﬁ
(

Photo from thetrevorproject.org

Why does this happen?
LGBTQ youth are more likely
commit suvicide duve to the
lack of support they receive.
Both in schools and at home,
they are not able to feel
supported and validated
which leads to them feeling
like no one accepts them or
cares about them leading to
depression which can lead to
suicide. LGBTQ community is
constantly made to feel alone
and that something is wrong
with them which results in
high svicide and depression
rates.

¢ Volunteer with the Trevor Project to help at-risk LGBTQ members by
answers calls for their hotline
e Familiarize yourself with warning signs and when you recognize

these. use the C.A.R.E approach

o C- Connect

A- Accept

o R- Respond
o E- Empower

(o]

e Be aware of hotlines
o Trevor Project hotlines

m text "start” to 678-678
= call 1-866-488-7386

= or visit the chat feature on their website

https://www.cdc.gov/suicide/reso

Websites to visit for more
info:
thetrevorproject.org

urces/index.html
https://988lifeline.org/

o Dial 988 for the Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
o Research local resources as well

e Show and advocate your support and respect for th
community and allow the people around you to be heak

Photo from thetrevorproject.of




PAKISTAN'S TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY

BY UNSA MUNIR

KHWAJA SIRAS, ALSO KNOWN AS HIJRAS (ALTHOUGH MANY WANT TO ABANDON THIS
NAME DUE TO ITS NEGATIVE CONNOTATION), ARE THE TRANSGENDER POPULATION IN
PAKISTAN. DESPITE THE PAKISTANI SUPREME COURT LEGALLY RECOGNIZING THEM
AS A THIRD GENDER ON NATIONAL IDENTITY CARDS, IT HAS PROVEN DIFFICULT FOR
THEM TO BE ISSUED. AS A RESULT THEY CAN'T APPLY TO JOBS AND RESORT TO SEX
WORK AND BEGGING.

“IT'S NOT SLAVERY, IT'S OUR
CUSTOM", ONE GURU SAYS.

L
IT IS COMMON THAT NEW KHWAJA m M'T
SIRAS GET INITIATED INTO THE m Tm m

COMMUNITY BY SIGNING WITH A GURU.
THEY ARE TOLD THAT THEY NEED TO "
maxe A cera avountoFmoney | PEOPLE LIKE US,

(THAT THE GURU WILL TAKE A CUT OF)

OR ELSE THEY RISK LOSING THEIR MANY LAYERS OF CULTURE AND RELIGION
FOOD/WATER AND GETTING SHUNNED. COME TOGETHER TO GO AGAINST THE
THIS IS WHY THEY SPEND THEIR DAYS TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY. MARRIAGE IS A

AND NIGHTS RISKING THEIR LIVES BY VITAL PART OF NUMEROUS PAKISTANIS LIVES

BUT IT IS ILLEGAL TO MARRY THE SAME OR

WALKING THROUGH TRAFFIC TO ASK
THIRD GENDER. THESE WOMEN OFTEN GET

RERMONENY, OR TO PERFORM, SEXLAL BOYFRIENDS UNTIL HE IS MARRIED OFF
T = = LEAVING THEM ALL ALONE. WHILE BEING GAY IS
DOLLARS. MANY OF THESE WOMEN SEEN AS SINFUL, MANY MEN PAY TO HAVE SEX
GET SEXUALLY ASSAULTED ON THE WITH KHWAJA SIRAS THAT THEY CONSIDER
JOB, AND SOME EVEN GET SEVERELY "SPECIAL" BUT SOMETHING THEY "CAN'T TALK
INJURED OR KILLED. ABOUT."

"IF IT WERE IN MY HANDS
I'D BE HAPPY TO BE A
DOG JUST SO 1 COULD

LIVE WITH MY MOTHER."

ALL THESE PEOPLE LONG FOR IS A
SENSE OF ACCEPTANCE AND
COMMUNITY. TO BE ABLE TO LIVE THEIR
LIVES LIKE ANYONE ELSE. INSTEAD THEY
ARE HARASSED AND HUMILIATED FOR
BEING TRUE TO THEMSELVES.

Source: Transgender Pakistanis: The Open Secret | Real Stories

Unsa Munir I 8



top deportations. Stop separating families!
are not taking away your jobs. We are good
the economy.

AMERICA:
A NATION BUILT

BY INHIGRANTS

__;r.:l -

Jaya Mondal



“Liberals don't really have beliefs. Sometimes they
stumble on one, like on a child's toy left on the
carpet. The toy must be put away immediately.
And the child reprimanded. Liberalism isn't
change — not even incremental change. It is
control”

The histories of every movement to free a marginalized group of people
share many common threads - but one of the most bothersome among these
threads is the ball and chain of the liberal movement that came attached to it.
Liberals are a group of people who, at least nominally, stand with the
oppressed and strive to see the injustices committed against them corrected
— but the kinship ends there. Take for example, the legitimately
revolutionary currents of the Queer Liberation movement.

Throughout its entire history, theSpearhead for queer rights and the
movement’s most influential personalities carried withthem far more than
just vague calls for social/change. Figures like Leslie Feinberg, Marsha P
Johnson, Harry Hay, AudreLorde, all strove for something far greater than

the idea of ‘gay rights. They were fighting for queer liberation - a reshaping of the world that would

do more than just let gay people get married or criminalize discrimination on
the basis of sexuality - a world where instead, queeripeople of all stripes and
colors would be truly free. They fought for a world that threatened
capitalism, that threatened all existing hierarchies, and a world that
genuinely wanted to tear down the status quo. A more just world threatens
the comfortable, unjust system a liberal already benehits fromjiwhichiso
begins their constant effort to moderate aniinherently radical mavement .

Liberals live in a world fraught with massive injustice and conflict on
instiutional scales, but they aren't bothered by:any of it, except which
threatens a basic multicultural pluralism (basic gay rights, marriage, so.on
and so forth.) The Queer Liberation movement isia movement that pushes
forward positive change, and liberals see any/change and any driving force
behind change as something negative, and to be reined in. They smother
figureslike Marsha P. Johnson, and replace the riots and bricks thrown at
Stonewall with rainbow colored coke cans and cops at pride.

It would do all of us well to. remember the roots of the Queer Liberation
movement, and toss liberalism to the side. Actual, tangible, true freedom and
happiness for queer people cannot come with the status quo's moderation.

Ryan Naing 2 O




ueer History &
[E%esem Stru&les

There is often a narrative that the
queer movement happened in the
past and equal rights were achieved.
This obscures the truth, that
oppressive systems control our lives,
and the government continues to
target and criminalize the queer

community.

The first photo was taken from Stonewall
Inn Riots in 1969, the second after the
Rainbow LLounge Raid in 2009. In both
cases, police raided gay bars, harassing

i and assaulting patrons. The striking
similarities show that the fight is not over

and warn against complacency.

Across America today, anti-trans legislation like anti-drag bills hearken back to
a time when anti-cross dressing laws were standard. These laws were used by
the police to target trans and other non-conforming members of society.
Today they are being brought back in another form to criminalize being trans
and give the police an easy opportunity to abuse their power.
Inspired by: "Fugitive Flesh: gender self-determination, Queer abolition, and trans resistance”
by Eric A. Stanley

Charis Polycarpou 2 I



I challenge you to love. Love the
communities you re a part of and the future
ones you' [l form. Love the cenversations and
connections you make with members of these
communities which expand your understanding
of the world. Love those around you beyond
the confining ideas of romance. Love them
because they're here and require support in
the face of oppression. Love the deeply erotic
parts of yourself that house your desires,
spark and drive. And lastly, in the wise words

of Alice Walker, Love yourself. Regardless.

Anya Reinhart 2 2
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fior everyone to hear ?
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YOUR BLOOD IS BAD
MEANS

YOU HAVE SYPHILIS

The Tuskegee Experiment began in the early 1930s to 1970s in rural Alabama. The experiments
were conducted on 600 African American men to study the progression of syphilis. These men
were lold that they were being treated for “bad blood" and promised free heallh care for
participaling in this experimenl. The Heallh care professionals gave the impression that they were
“lrealing” these men but in realily were given placebos and mineral supplements.

Despite the fact thal penicillin was an available form of lreatment for syphilis in 1947, to gather
data on the prolonged effects of untreated syjphilis these healthcare workers continued their
experiment. Since the participants thought they) were gelting better through treatment. these men
conlinued having sex wilh their spouses, which led to pregnancies where the mother and infant also
contracted the contaglous disease.

The Tuskegee Experiments are a reminder of the ractsm and discrimination against African
Americans in the United States. Black men were seem as animals, hypersexual, less than human,
numbers, elc. so they were experimented on for the white man's gain. African Americans are
considered “other" or outside of the hegemonic norm. They were denied basic human rights such
as adequate healthcare and subjected to medical malpractice. This was an unethical experiment
that has caused continued distrust and fear from the black communily) towards public health
professionals and vaccines today.

AN GEE-STUDY

P-CONTENT/LURL 245 FEG
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Words I Wish I Heard
Ayra Shafique

Darling, you are a diamond in the rough

Holding onto what you know as if it’s life or death
You do not realize that if you were to let go
Blossoming is the path for you

In a fresh field of sunflowers

Fret not, you need not to compete

You stand out amongst the rest

For you are an awestriking, vibrant rose

Mountains crumble

Rivers flood

The Earth shakes

When you utter beautiful words

Present-day Aphrodite

Your beauty is only seen in the heavens
Where devils have a conscience and angels fly
Soar, my love

And when the darkness buries you

In forests where the most ferocious creature flee

Remember you harness the strength others could only dream of
To light up a world gone cold

Ayra Shafique 27



AMELIO
ROBLES AVILA

AT LTATIN AMERIGAN LEGACGY
1889-1984

One of the earliest
documented transgender
figures in Latin American

history, Amelio was a colonel
who was recognized for the
masculine identity he
adopted- not only by his
community, but the military
as well. He was awarded for
his accomplishments in the
Zapatista movement and

received honors.

Amelio made the front
page of El Universal,
Mexico's largest
newspaper, after being
interviewed and
photographed. In the now-
famous photograph,
Robles proudly poses while
holding his personal pistol

and a cigarette.

G Torrento 2 8
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Jackson Turner

with the child's biological sex shall be quilty of a felony



Sex

The categorization of an individual using two main categories (male and
female) on the basis of biclogy. Sex is assigned at birth and does not
necessarily correlate to one’s gender identity.

There are “primary” and "secondary" sexual characteristics, AFAB
( Assigned Female at Birth) and AMAB, intersex and so on.

" Glossaryof Term

An expression of identity which can be communicated
through a highly fluid and socially  informed set of
behaviors, attitudes, presentation choices, and other self-
expressions.

G e ] d e r People can have their own gender identity and gender

expression. There are cisgender and transgender. There are
different beliefs like gender binary or gender non-conforming
(out of the binary) or two-spirit. Please ask people's gender
pronouns that they used to identify themselves.

Sexuality

An expression of identity defined by
feelings of sexual attraction, mainly informed
by gender identity. Many people experience
sexual orientation fluidly, and feel attraction
or degrees of attraction to different genders
at different points in their lives.

\ 4

You can be heterosexual or homosexual
or bisexual or asexual or pansexual or
queer..you can be yourself.
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